Tam-su

Hai-Van Pham-Van-Hai

T8-Mai - Pham-Vin-Hai

Hoém nay ngay cudi nam.

Da tu 1au lém roi, cr toi ngdy cudi nim thi toi lai mat ng.
Mot minh tran-troc, nhé nhing ngay thang qua. Co nhiing
théi quen, minh phai chiéu theo. Khi mat ngi, néu toi
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khong ra khoi givong, sé rii ra, chiu khong noi. Hét chuyén
nay lai dén chuyén kia Ién-von trong dau, hét hinh-bong
nay dén hinh-bong kia. Bay gio Nhu-Ngoc ¢ dau? Doi song
ciia Van-Lan thé nao? C6 hanh-phuc khong? Co-Bé-Ho-
Poan con ¢ Stockton khong? Con Tuyét, tr cudi nim dé
tam (ndam 1957), khong bao gio gap lai.

Sau ngay ba vo toi ra di, hinh-nhu gip ngudi ndo hop mat,
to1 cling thuong. Nhung vo1 nguoi nao toi cling gitt mot
khoang cach. Noi la gitt mdt khoang cach, nhung khi mé-
muodi, t6i quén ludn ca khoang cach. Bé dén ndi “ngudi ta”
khong chiu noi. Ba vo t6i ngdy xua bao toi: “Lay cho
xong.” Ngay nao ciing ¢ li t61 mot gio sang, ai ma chiu noi.
Sau nay, c6 may nguoi cling danh thua vi to1 “1i” lam.
Khoéng phal to1 li. Khi xa ngu’0’1 ta, dng ngodi khong yén,
khong muon an, khong muon udng. Khi gip nguoi ta thi
ndi nhu “con két non”. Toi ¢ tinh dam-mé. Chic vay!

T6i biét d6 1a tinh xau. Nhung khong bo duoc. Tdi thuong
ai thi t6i mudn & bén nguoi d6 tir sang sdm cho tdi khuya.
Nguoi nao t6i khong dam dén gan thi toi theo tir xa-xa. Mé
v€ thi luc nao cling cam but. Mé day hoc thi vira m¢ mat da
soan bai. Vi m€ day hoc ma tdi cham hoc. Vi mé day hoc
ma to1 phai tim cach d6i-pho voi nhitng “tén giidc” ¢ trong
16p; dé dén bay gid bi bao- -img, con t0i nghich hon giac.
M4y ong ban t6i duoc ching-kién tdn mat cling so ching
no ludn. Nghich thi nhanh, nhung goi khong tra 161. Mot
dtra n6i cham; chim hon cé bd. Ba vo toi bénh con: “Pung
ché no! No 1a GT ' do!”

! Gifted/Talented (Gifted and Talented Programs). C6 ngudi noi 1a “than-ddng”.
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Vi mé day hoc nén t6i bao hoc tro to1 1a tién. Diéu nay thi
dung 1a bi “bao-tmg”. Ca doi toi, t6i chua thay ai c6 thé so-
sanh duoc vo1 hoc tro cua toi.
- Néu khong thay ai dep nhu hoc tro thi sao lai mé-mudi!
Ban-be¢ ti c6 rat nhicu bang-cd dé choi-bo lap-luan cia toi.
Ong Son c6 lan di noéi “Khong mé sao lai giit cai xe ki-
n1em muoi tdm muoi chin nam!? (Ngay mua xe t61 bat
“nguol ta” di voi toi dé chon chiéc xe nao “ngudi ta”
thich.) Ong bat toi vat xe d6 di; di xe khac.
Ong Vién nhiéu lan 16i chuyén ngdng troi ra gidu-cot t6i.
Vi mot ngudi, téi da lam bao nhiéu ngdng troi, mdi con cd
mot cau tho. Nguoi d6 thich may cau ndy nhat:

Ngay t61 gap Van-Thanh?,
Troi cudi thu mua lanh
Bao hoa 14 trén canh
Bong xanh nhu mau lda.

Nét mat hién nhu lua.

Po6i mat sang tring sao.
Minh gdp nhau thua nao.
Tién-duyén hay kiép trudc.

May 6ng ban toi noi lic gip “ngudi ta”, mit toi nghét ra,
trong tham-hai lam. Luc d6, t6i quén hét ban-bé. Ong Vién
c6 lan ké lai bﬁng mot chuyén ntra dua ntra that: Chang ta
gidng nhu ngudi ndo d6 tréo 1én cdy budi khéu-khéu. Khéu

? Khong c6 ngudi that, nén tuéng-tuong cho d& ‘bu(k)n.’Vén-Thanh cting duogc, Thanh-
Thanh ciing chang sao. Nhung phai 1a dep va hién. May cau nay da c6 trong truyén “Tho-
mong”.
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thé nao né khong ro1 vao bi cua minh ma lai roi1 vao bi
thang khac.
“Chang ta” chinh la toi.
Liuc dam-mé, t6i do-dan, kho-khao. (Nguoi xua goi 1a “ca
dan”.) Chi c¢6 “ca ddn” méi bang long cho nguoi minh
thu’O’ng di voi nguoi khac, dé xem nguoi ta thuong ngudi
kia hon hay thuong minh hon? Ngudi ta theo triét-1i “Lay
nguoi thuong minh “suéng” hon la lay nguoi minh
thuong.” Toi cho nguoi ta thir dé biét mui doi. Nhung voi
mét diéu-kién: “Di dau thi di, [am gi thi lam, nhung khong
dugc dén chd nao c6 ban-be cua anh. Néu dén chd c6 ban-
bé cta anh c6 nghia 13 cong-bo véi moi nguoi: khong bao
gid noi lai nita.” “Coc nudc hat xuong dat, khong lay lai
duoc.” Ba ngay sau, ngudi ta goi cho tdi bao tin sap lam
dam cudi, chiung minh chia tay. Nguoi ta con “khach sao”
“Cam on anh da cho em mudi mét thang hanh-phuc.” Chua
day ba thang sau, nguo1 trung-gian cho to1 biét “ngudi ta”
muon néi lai. Toi tir-chdi.
Vi nguoi ta phu t61, to1 tim mot vi ctu-tinh. Ching to1 gap
nhau vao lic cd-don nhat. Ngudi gidi-thiéu ndi “nd rat co-
don”. Hai ngudi c6-don gip nhau 1a phai roi.
Nhung ciling vi ngudi ndy, toi ghét ngay Valentine. Ké ra
nguong lam. Tét nim d6 vao dung ngay Valentine, “Ngay
cua Yéu-thuong” lai tr¢ thanh ngay ki-niém ctia mdt cudc
dam-mé thiéu may-man.
T6i nhd Ba Hong-Thuy hoi téi “Co phai anh mé ¢6 chau
ctia toi khong? C6 goi toi bang thim.” T6i chdi 1én choi
xudng.
Vi nguoi d6 t6i ddm ra lam-cam. (C6 1& khi ngudi ta dam-
mé, nguoi ta lam-cam. Hay 14 tai t6i “toi da”?)
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Hom di dy Pai-nhac-hoi Nhé Hué, t6i dua cho ngudi ta
mot cudn sach, t6i viét may cau:

Tang Hang® dé nhé mot nguoi,

Xinh-xinh dang nho, nu cudi1 nhu mo.

Soi gwong, néu gip bat ngo,

Hoéi tham ngudi d6 bay gio ra sao.
Khong biét ngudi d6 c6 biét 1a t6i to tinh khong?
R6i chuyén truc-trdc xay ra, ngudi ta tim cach tranh mat.
T6i khong biét chuyén gi, ong ban Quang thi bao 13 biét
nhung khong no6i. Chi c6 con bé chau cua 6ng ban Duong,
bao t6i “Dé con dan-xép cho bac. Co thuong con nhu con,
con noi thé nao ciing dugc. Con thwong ¢, con thuong bac.
Con muén hai ngudi két-hop voi nhau.” To6i bao khong
can, nhung nd van “ra tay”. (Goi né 1a “né” cho c6 vé than
thoi, su that thoi-gian do, nd da ra truong. Hinh-nhu moi ¢
Phap vé, cling vira xong cai cao-hoc vé thuong-mai. (Bay
gid nhiéu nguoi goi 1a phé tién-si) Ngay hoc &
Georgetown, ngay nao to1 cling gap no. To61 thuwong nd hoc-
hanh chiam-chi va rat giéi. N6 ciing thuong t61. Co lan nob
no6i: Moi lan con gip bac, con lai nhd bd con. Ngay bd con
con song, b con thuong con nhat. B4 con con dé lai mot
cudn bang dan-do con phai lo cho me va cac em. Mot tuan-
1& sau, con bé cho toi biét: “Cd bao con 13 c6 chi mudn lam
ban ma bac ctr doi 1am tri-ki.” To6i hoi nd “Con c6 biét tri-ki
1a gi khong?” “Con biét chit! Nhung c¢6 khong chiu hiéu.”
Hai chir “tri-ki” toi tai 6ng Duong, ong trach toi néi “chir”
voi dan truong Tay, bi da 1a dang don.

3 Khong c¢6 nguoi thét, nén tuéng-tuong cho do budn. Hang ciing duoc, Quynh ciing
chang sao. Nhung phai 1a dep va hién; giong nhu Van-Thanh hay Thanh-Thanh.
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Tu d6, mdi 1an gip nguoi xua, toi phai héi thaim bang
nhiitng cau that nom-na: “H01 nay, lung Hang con dau
khéng?” “Pau lam!” “Di mo6 c6 bét khong?” “Ciing van
vay!” Thay nguoi xua dau-dén, toi cling xOt-xa.

Nho nguot nay, to1 thich lam tho. Ngay nao cung viét vai
ba cau. Chi tiéc may ngudi hoc truong Tay chi biét noi,
khong hiéu tho-van 1a gi. Cac cu noi “nudc dd dau vit”

chang sai chut nao.

Nhung la lam! Ciing 1a Troi cho, bat-ctt nguoi nao co lién-
hé tinh-cam va&i to1, du & murc-dd nao, gidi-han nao, chi lau
hay chong thoi, thé ndo cling ¢6 nguoi rude di.

Nhiing chuyén tinh sau cung cua to1 la may cd bé xinh-
xinh. (Nh1eu qua, khong co du gidy but, khong co du thoi-
gian dé nhic lai.) Mot ¢6 kém toi 20 tudi.

Hom do6 1a ngay Chta-nhat, sau khi & nha tho ra, to1 to1
tiém Little Saigon ¢ gan khu Viét-Nam. Chi ching mudi
phut sau, c¢6 hai nguoi téi ngdi gan ban t6i. Mot lac sau,
mot trong hai ngudi1 d6 sang chao. Ba ta 1a hoc tro cua to1
hon hai 1am nam trudc. Nguoi kia 1a ¢6 bé trong ban hat &
nha tho, c6 mai toc dai nhu nguot trong mong, giong noi
ém-nhe. Ba hoc tro toi1 gidi-thi¢u nguoi d6 voi té1. Thanh
ra, t61 khong phai theo-dudi ma duogc “tdm-tinh” véi nguoi
minh mo-udc. Nhung chuyén doi trudc hay sau van 1a
chuyén doi. Néu minh duéi thi nguoi ta chay. Pudi nhanh
thi chay nhanh. Minh dtng lai thi nguodi ta ding lai. Minh
lui thi ngudi ta dudi theo. Khong khac gi hinh véi bong.
T6i hoi may ba ban cung so. Mot ba dang tudi chi tdi noéi:

- Nguoit do dang choi tro hu-tim vo1 ong. Bo thi khong bo,
nhung chiu thi chua chiu. Chic 1 ¢d dang c6 ngudi khéc.
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T6i doan 6ng chi 1a thanh-phan trir-bi thoi. Néu ¢6 du kién-
nhan thi ctt cho, s& c6 ngay toi luot.
Nghe c6 vé bat-nhan. Tan-nhin dtng hon 13 bat-nhin.
Khi chung t61 da than nhau, to1 ho1 “Tén em nghe quen
lam...” CO mdi nodi c6 mot ba chi hon muoi tudi; ngay xua
la th trd cua toi. Co con tAm-sy:
- Em héi chi em. Chi em néi anh dugc lam. Chi phai cai hoi
gan.
Tai sao hoc tro biét t6i gan. Ciing cOn may, ba iy khong
lam to6i mat mit.
Nghi té1 ngay xua, hon muoi nam theo Co-Bé-Ho-Doan,
t6i cam thay bé-bang thé nao dy. Vira é-ché vira bé-bang.
To1 bo cudc.
Ngay t61 mua vé may bay vé Vlet-Nam gap nguoi trong
mong, (lai nguoi trong mong), cO bat toi phai huy-bo
chuyen bay, dé c6 véi toi tim-hiéu nhau ‘chin- chan” hon.
T6i chang hiéu hai chit “chin-chan” cta ¢ c6 nghia la gi.
Nén may bay cta toi van bay. Co nhén theo: “Gap thi gap,
nhung khong dugc hira-hen. Nho tro ve.
Mot tuan sau, toi gui cho co mot tam anh véi hai cau:
Tan-an dé & kho vé,
Trai di c6 vo, gai vé ¢6 con. *

Ngay gip lai, thay mat c6 long-lanh, t6i cling ai-ngai. Toi
noi:

- Em a! Anh dau muén vay. Co 1& cai s6 ciia ching minh
khong duoc ¢ gan nhau.

Hon mot nam sau, vo chéng to1 di du mot dam tiéc, to1 ghé
tai ba gidi-thidu:

4 > A : 1% 2 LA P re A g
Ca-dao mién Nam: Dong-nai de¢ ¢ kho vé. Trai di ¢6 vo, gai vé cd con.
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- Em c6 thay nguoi toc dai ng01 cach minh mot ban khong?
- Thay. Trong cting dugc lam. Da trang toc dai, xinh-dep.
Pung 13 mAu ngudi anh thich. Ngudi xua cia anh chéc chi
hon em hai ba tudi.

- Con nguoi ngdi bén canh?

- Trong c6 tudng anh-hung Luwong-son-bac”’.

- Gidng ai? V5-Tong * hay Lo-Tri-Tham?

Ba cuo1, khong tra 101.

T6i khong bao gid gidu ba chuyén gi. Chuyén nao nén biét
thi cho biét; chuyén nao khong nén biét thi dé trong bung.
Do6i v6i tat-ca nguoi xua, toi déu khong thay-d6i. Gip mat
van chao-hoi. Ho va nha t6i déu biét nhau.

Tam-su cua toi dai 16-thé, ndi chang bao gio hét. Vi nguoi
nao, t6i cling co nhitng gid-phut tho-mong. Tho-mong d6i
v6i toi thoi. Ké cho ban-bé nghe, c6 ngudi noéi “chan phe”.
Gidy-phat tho-mdng thuong ngan-ngui, ngay-thang bé-
bang thi kéo hét ngay ngdy qua ngay khac, thang ndy qua
thang khac. Ciing may, to6i chi nh& nhitng gio-phuat tho-
mong, con nhiing ngay-thang bé-bang dé chon-vui vao di-
vang.

Thé nao 13 tho-mong?

That kh6 ma noi. Trong nhitng g1ay phut tho- -mong — rat it
khi la “gio-phut” — t6i cam thay boi-hoi-bdi-hoi. Mdi lan
nhd lai, to1 van c6 cam-giac nhu vay, du ngay khi méi xay

> 108 vi anh-hung trong truyén Thuy-hir ciia Tau (Thiy Hir truyén KFFE truyén 108
anh-hung bén ven nudc).

6 Mot vi anh-hung trong truyén Thuy-hir. V3-Tong da giét chi dau 12 Phan-Kim-Lién dé
tra thu cho anh (V3-Dai). Ngoai Béc (Viét-Nam) goi 1a Vi-Tung.
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ra, hay may ngay sau, may thang sau, mdy nim sau hay
may chuc nam sau.

Nho ¢6 ban ho D6, tén Nhu-Ngoc, véi mai toc dai toi gﬁn
g6t chan, vai nét mat hién va tuoi nhu bong hoa méi no
cho t6i cai cam-giac boi-hoi khi cam bt vé, khi chon mau.
T6i thich mau xanh 14 cdy vi Nhu-Ngoc hay mic chiéc 4o
dai mau xanh 14 cay dam. Tranh cua t6i khong bao gio co
nguoi, vi t6i muén Nhu-Ngoc 1a ngudi mau dau tién va
sudt doi cua toi. May thang c6 Nhu-Ngoc ¢ truong vé
Manh-Quynh, bao gio tranh cua t61 cling dugc treo ¢ 16p.
Nho té1 yéu-thuong Nhu-Ngoc, t61 mdi vé dugc nhu vay.
Khi hoc chung ca truong, thay t61 dem tranh toi ra phan-
tich. Luc do, t61 nhin Nhu-Ngoc dang cham-chu vao tranh
ciia toi. Nhitng gio-phat than-tién d6 1am sao t6i quén
duoc.

Du thoi-gian ¢6 x04 mo moi thir ¢ trén do1 nay, nhung
dang nguo1 xinh-xinh, nhe-nhe, d1 qua ctra nha t61 ¢ khu
Cao-Thang Phan-Dinh-Phing’ vao khoang gan tét ta nim
1958 cho t6i ngay toi ra khoi nude vao cudi thang 9 nim
1971, khong bao gio to1 quén. Hinh-bong dé con dugc
than-thanh-hoa méi 1an vo toi nhan-nho hay day t6i ra. Co-
Bé-Ho-DPoan chua bao gio cuoi voi to1, chua bao gio quay
lai nhin t6i, nhung cling chua bao gi¢ nhan-nhd véi toi.
Thoi-gian hon muoi ndm, t61 chi mong “nguoi ta” lam gi
dé to6i co6 thé xoa mo hinh-anh trong-sach tho-mong dé
thuong d6 ma to1 khong thay, nén to1 cing khong quén
duoc. Pa c6 miy nguodi rat than véi toi, tim cach dé toi
quén ngudi d6. Chinh toi cling d “va mo-hoi ra”, chinh t6i
cling da “dau-kho dén bé-bang” vi nhitng mau chuyén ban-

7 Hai dudng phd & quan ba Sai-gon truée nim 1975.
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bé t6i nodi vé nguoi t6i thuong-yéu, nhung chi trong mot
thoi-gian ngan, téi van nhé van thuong.

Chinh vg t61 no1 t61 “ngoai-tinh trong tu-tudng”. To1 cling
tr xét minh. T6i c6 nhd-thuong mot ngudi, tir ¢d ban ho Pd
ten Nhu-Ngoc cho té1 Co-Bé-Ho-Doan, va sau nay nguoi
trong c01 mong Van-Lan, t61 chua bao gio tdi nghi t&i giay-
phut t6i cam tay ho, chir ding néi téi chuyén 6m ngudi do
trong tay; khong c6 sy ham-mudn lam sao ma bao 14 ngoai-
tinh duoc.

Sau khi vg to1 bo t61 di, sau mot khoang thoi-gian dai co-
don, 1¢-loi, khong mudn bat-ctr cai gi & trén doi, t6i mai
biét thé nao ham-muon xac-thit.

Nhic lai, khong biét c6 phai 1a tho-mdng khong. C6 nguoi
bao cling “tho-mong mot chut” (mot chut thoi).

Cau chuyén bt dau bang cau noi ciia mot tén “cu-lan” (Tén
cu-lan chinh 13 t61):

- Muo1 ngay nira cho anh hon tay mot cai.

Ngudi d6 vira cudi vira lac dau:

-U.

T6i hiéu “U v 1a “Khong duge dau”. Nhung khong sao.
“Khong dugce dau” tie 1a “duoc™.

Nho 101 “xin phép hon tay” do, chung to1 than nhau hon.
Hét chuyén ca-nhan dén chuyén gia-dinh, chuyén ban-be,
chuyén gi cling n61 cho nhau nghe.

Trudce khi vé, bao gid t6i ciing nhic:

- Tam ngay ntra, cho anh hon tay mot cai.

-U.

- Nam ngay nira, cho anh hon tay mot cai.

-U'.

Chuyén xin phép hon tay dén tai ba mai. T6i da doan trudc,
thé nao ho ciing ké cho nhau nghe.
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- Ngay mai, cho anh hon tay mdt cai.

-U.

bung ngay hen, to1 1o di.

Thém mdt ngay, coi nhu chuyén da qua.

Thém mot ngay ntta, dang luc no1 cuot vui-ve, “nguot ta”
xubng giong, than-tho:

- Hém nay & s&, khong biét vo-y thé nao, tay bi ket vao
canh cira tii dung ho-so.

- C6 dau 1am khong?

- Pau cht! Luc d6 tudng chét duoc.

- Cho anh xem!

Toi cAm tay “nguoi ta” vudt-ve. (“La that! Bi ket tay vao
canh cira tii ho-so ma khong thay dau-vét gi hét!”) Rat tur-
ton, toi hon 1én chd bi dau, hon nhé-nhe.

- Ngay con anh con nho, dra ndo bi dau chd nao, anh chi
hon mot cai 1a hét.

T6i héi co:

- Hét dau chua?

Co cudi:

- Chua!

T6i lai dua 1én moi hon tiép.

Co kéo tay lai, nhe lam.

- Hét dau r6i!

T6i khong budng, cam thém tay bén kia.

Thoi-gian ém-dém troi bong-bénh vao cdi tién.

Sau nay, ba mai hoi to1, to1 chi cudl. Ba nghi-ngo, hoi
“nguoi ta”:

- Hai nguo1 da c6 gi véi nhau chua?

Luc do, “ngudoi ta” mai thu that:

- Chi la “tai-nan” thoi.

- C6 tho-mong khong?
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- Ong la ,lém! D& khong kip. Xay ra 1ic nao minh cling
khong biét nita. Nguoi tuong la cham-chap ma manh hon
vii-bdo.*

Dau xuan nam ngoai, toi c6 dira chau dau tién. Me no cho
t6i coi mdi tuan nim ngay. Roi rat xudng hai ngdy. Ong
chau thuong nhau lam. (Tré con ma! Minh thuong nd, thi
n6 thuong minh.) Mgt hom, n6 da dugc sau thang; no ct
nhin t6i dam-dam, nhin khong chdp mat; dén khi toi nhin
nd, n6 nhoén miéng cudi. May 1an nhu viy.

Lan nao t6i cling hon 1én tran no:

- Néu ngay xua c6 ngudi nao nhin 6ng nhu vay, thi bao 6ng
chét, dng ciing chét.

Anh mit ma t6i mo-udc bao nhiu nim, bay gid tdi moi
tim thay.

Hai-Van Pham-Van-Hai
01-2012

¥ Poan nay muon ¥ va muon 16 trong truyén “Tho-mong”.



