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Hai-Van

Cudi Mua - Pham-Van-Hai

- “Pimg noi ¢6 vg, chd noi co chong!” ' Mudn 1ay nguoi ndo thi
chon ngudi dang-hoang tir-té ma lay.

- Me yén tri! Con khong lay vo nita dau. Dai gi ma deo no vao
minh.

- Biét thé thi tu di. V§-vé-van-van lam gi!?

' Tyc-ngit.
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- Lac budn con ciling can c6 ngudi dé nodi chuyén ndi tro. Chang 18
ctt 6 nha ma tho dai sao!?

- BPung dua-bdn véi di-tinh!

- Con khong dua-bon dau. Di vo6i ai, con cling giao-hen dang-
hoang: “T6i khong ldy vo nita. Di véi t6i thi di, khong di voi toi thi
thoi.” Khong ai mac no ai.

- Thé thi d&ra nao né chiu di v6i may!?

- Khong thiéu gi dau me a! Con gat di khong hét.

- Thoi dirng noéi 1ao!

- Con ndi that d6. Bé con diang bao cho me coi. Thiéu gi ngudi dén
ghi tén.

Qué that, hin khong con nhu xua nira. Luc budn, hin goi day noi,
1ai xe di don mot ba, lang-thang khap noi. Chang c6 chu-dich gi.
Tu ngay bi vo bo, han coi “thién-ha” nhu ¢é rac. “T; rong no, no coi
thwong. Coi thuong né, né theo.” D6 1a chan-li méi cua han. Gip
dan ba, han khong nhit-nhat nhu thoi trai-tré. Cang ngd-ngéo, han
cang thanh-cong. Co ba theo han dé tra thu nhiing 161 ngang-
ngugc. Co ba mudn tim-hiéu tim-1i cia mot mau nguoi khac-la.

Hin xép nhitng ba da di véi han theo “hoa-qua”. Loai do nhat 1a
“nhot”. Nhot vira nho vira chua. Nho ma dé thuong co thé goi 1a
“nho”. Nho cling c6 thir ngot thir chat. Hin so nho chat. Nho ngot
thi dugc nhung khong bd dinh rang. Kha hon 1a “man”. Han chua
gap man 1én. Man nho nhung dam-da, han goi la “man ta”. Luc
nao that vua y, han goi 1a “man tién”. To hon, chic hon, nhung
khong dugc thanh-nhi 14 “cam sanh”. Cam sanh nhiéu khi ciing
dep, nhung chua 1dm. Chi c6 vai ba 1an han thdy cam sanh ngot.

Han noi véi ba “Man Ta”:

- Tim mai khong ra “1&”.

- Tham qua!

- Khi nao thay “l€”, mat to1 s€ sang 1én.

- Tim di!

- T61 da tim va van con dang tim. Thé nao cling ra.
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- Tim thé nao day?
- Thiéu gi cach.

Han khong noéi ngoa. Pdi véi dan ba, han co rat nhiéu cach. Gan
nhu chua bao gio that-bai. “Biét minh biét nguoi, tram tran, tram
thang.” Cach thanh-cong nhat 13 gia ngu gia dan, mit lic nao ciing
nhu mat mot triéu bac. Pan ba hay t0-mo. Ba nao to-mo, ba do
mac. Han rat kinh-nghiém tir khap moi noi, moi hoan-canh. Ngay
xua, O gﬁn vo hai chuc nim, hin duoc mdt bai hoc, “khong nén dé
nguoi khac biét chd nhuoc cia minh”. Han thich nuéi chim, trong
nha bao gio ciing co it nhat mudi con, ca yén vang 1an yén xanh.
Yén dep nhung nhat. Muén ching dén gan, c6 khi dau ca 1én tay,
phai dé cho ching d6i, phai that nhe-nhang va kién-nhan.

Hin c6 thira kién-nhan, luén-luén chod luc thuan-tién. “Nguwoi no
khéng muon an, nguoi hanh-phiic khéng lang-cha.” Han tim ngudi
cd-don nhu hin, d6i nhu bay yén ctia hin. Nguoi thém-khat tinh
yéu, han ndi vé mong-mo ; nguoi thich canh troi dat bao-la, hin
ca-tung vé dep cua tho-vdn va nét bat. Gip ngudi hay noéi, hin
nghe...

Khi nhan-rdi, hin nhé lai ki-niém, ghi vao may tinh-toan 2, xép
theo ngay thang va tén nguoi. Ba “Cam Sanh” chiém dén may
chyc trang. Ba “Man Ta” ciing xap-xi nhu vay. Thira thi-gid, hin
doc lai tirng hang, stra tirng cau.

V6i mbi ba, hin c6 mot 16i.

- Hom nay, anh c6 lai Tuat khong?

- Lai thi lai, nhung khong duoc “ludc cua”.

Han nhan han 13 cua, “ngang nhu cua”. Cham vao han 13 gioi nudc
nong vao cua. Cua bi nudc nong, ngay do, khong cua, khong gidy
duge. Han giao-hen véi ba “Man Ta” khong duoc “lude cua” bura-
bai:

? C6 ngudi goi 1a may dién-toan. Ngudi nao mé Tau thi goi 1a may dién-ndo (E & [EEAM]. Nguoi nao thich
tiéng M thi goi 12 com-piu-to hay 1a com-piu-t& (computer).
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- Bat-ctr & dau, clr cham vao ngudi t6i thi rang ma chiu. Toéi khong
giit duge dau. O nha thi con duoc, & ngoai duong nguy-hiém lim,
nguoi ta cuoi cho.

ba duoc bao trude nhu vay, ba “Man Ta” nhiéu khi van quén. Co
khi gid-vo quén.

- Lai thim Tuét di!

- D3 ndi roi. Lai thi lai, nhung khong duoc “lude cua™.

- Lai di!

- Khong “ludc cua” mai lai.

- Khong ludc dau.

- Noi vay théi. Bén luc do, t6i dau c6 chong-cu ndi. Hua thi lai.
Khong htra thi thoi.

- Hura.

- Htra that hay htra gia?

- Hra that.

- Ngdi cach xa muoi thudc?

- Pugc. Anh ngdi phong khach; Tuét ngdi trong nha cho anh vira
long.

- That khong?

- That.

- Muo1 [am phut nira téi.

Han thuong sai hen tir muoi dén hai muoi phit. Han thich nhu vay.
Pung hen véi dan ba, dan ba s& coi thuong. “Néu sai hen ma
khong cau-nhau, lan sau dén nira. Néu cau-nhau, tirc 1a nod khong
chiu minh, thi minh rut lui.”

Véi ba “Cam Sanh”, hin 1a mét nguoi khac. Ba “Cam Sanh” tan-
cong nhu mua-bio, nén han dé-dat hon.

- Ba bao 1au minh chua gap nhau?

- M6i ¢6 hai tuan.

- Lau nhu vay ma méi 6 hai tuan théi a?

- Pau co lau.

- Hoi ndy van udng thube di-tmg? Khong so bi “4y” a?

- “Ay” cang d& kho. P& bi ngudi ta lam reo.
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- Ai ma thém 1am reo. Chua hoi, nguoi ta dd gat ddu ma con lam
bd “ta day khong can”.

- N6i dua vay thoi. Thudc lam cho nguoi bai-hoi-bai-hoai, chang
con thiét gi nira.

- Khong ham that ha?

- That. Néu ham, dai gi khong noi.

- Liéu a. Udng hoai, “4y” ludn thi rang chiu.

- Toi s& bo. Bo ngay thi khong thd duge. Phai dan-dan.

Hoi méi noi doi, hian ciing an-han. Nhung hin phai lo cho han.
Trudc kia, ba “Cam Sanh” 1a ngudi ddc-nhét gitp han d& bi khing.
Bay gid ¢6 ba “Man Ta”, han khéng muén chong-gai nita. “Pé cho
nguoi ta lo bon-phdn ciia ngueoi ta cho tron.”

Ngay gia-dinh con dam-am, vo hin din:

- Néu sau nay xa nhau, dung tim nguoi it tu6i. P& phic cho con.
Nguoi nhiéu tudi thi dimg hong. Chiing né khon lim. Khong nhu
con dan nay dau.

Vo han ding mot nia: “Dé phuc cho con”. Con nguoi 1on cling
tuy. Nguoi lgi-dung hén, hin chay. Nguoi can hin, han toi. Ngudi
niu-kéo han, han xin tha. Cudc song tu-do thoai-mai. Khong tranh-
gianh, khong gay chuyén. Tuy vay, khong phai khong c6 ngudi noi
XAu:

- Con nguoi nhu thé ma quy-quai! Trong bé ngoai thi hién-lanh, ai
noi ciing cuoi, ai noi cling vang-vang-da-da, nhung ghe lam!
-Ong a ay lam gi vay?

- Toi thay ngudi ta noi. ..

- Noi1 sao?

- Nguoi ta bao ong ta chi thich vé dan ba dep thoi.

- V€ ¢6 t01 gi dau.

- V& “cdi trudong” ma khong c6 toi a?

- T6i dd xem tranh ctia 6ng 4y, khong thdy birc tranh nao 1a tranh
“coi trudng”.

- Toi thay nguoi ta noi vay.

- Nguoi ta n6i ma tin thi do thoc giéng ra ma an. Ma gia nhu vé
khoa-than thi ciing c6 sao. Hoa-si ndo ma chang cé tranh khoa-
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than. Phai v& khoa-than moi thay cai tai cta ngudi vé. Da thit cla
con ngudi cling dep, co gi ban-thiu dau.

Bénh-vuc hin 1a ngu’0’1 c6 chong co con dang-hoang. Han biét
nguoi biét ctia lam; “son an tirng mit, ma bat timg nguoi” 3. Tuyét-
d6i khong bao gi chang-mang v&i nguoi trong canh gia-dinh yén-
Vui.

C6 1& nguoi dau tién biét mat tri cua han sau ngay bi vo bo 1a ba
“Cam Sanh”. Ba ta rat “lich-duyét” Ve dan ong. Thay han khu-kho,
hay céi nhau vo1 dan ba con gai, mudn dua hin vao trin mé-hon dé
dua-nghich. Han ving-vdy cach nao ciing khong thoat ra duoc.
Nhung tir nho, han vén 1a nguoi hiéu-thang. Khong bao gio bo
cudc nira chirng. “Mudn thoat 1a phai thoat.” Han van nhén han 13
thang hén. Biét minh hén thi phai 1am céi gi ching to minh khéng
hén. Thay bi mac bay thi phai tim cach thdo-g&. Mai dén khi gap
ba “Man Ta” han mdi thoat ra dugc. Tuy khong vinh-quang lam,
nhung khong dén ndi nhu so mudp.

Thinh-thoang nh¢ lai, han van con rung minh.

- Tbi v6i 6ng sao ctr nhu chd voi méo. Khong sdng yén-binh véi
nhau dugc sao?

- Tai ba chur gi tai to1.

- Lai n61 ngang r01 T6i mubn ciing dng tim mot 16i sdng hoa-thuan
ma. Chang 1& mdi thang chi c6 mdt hai 1an néi ngot-ngao véi nhau
sao? Con lai chi toan 1a cai nhau véi gian nhau.

- T61 c6 gay chuyén bao gio dau!?

- Noi ngang khong phai la gay chuyén sao?

- Tai ba thay t6i ngang, nén cai gi téi noi ciing ngang. Ctr bat toi
song trong kim-kep mai nhu thé nay thi 1am sao ma kha duogc.

- Ai cam-can gi 6ng?

- Clr n61 t61 nguoi khac thi ba lai gay chuyén.

- Ong 1am nhu t6i ghen véi 6ng khong bang. Toi khong thém ghen
dau. Muon di véi ai ctr viée di di!

3 Tuc-ngir.
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- Tai sao cr mdi 1an noi t&i em ba thi ba lai ndi con tam-banh lén
vay?

- Em t61 thi khong duoc.

- A1 thi duoc?

- Bat-clr ngudi nao.

- Ba Trinh dugc khong?

- Chi t61 thi khong duogc.

- C6 Hong dugc khong?

- Puoc.

- Ba Kim-Huong duoc khong? Ba Huyén-Tién dugce khong?
- Puoc.

- Pugc roi nhé. “Noi 1oi thi giir 1ay 101.”*

Khong phai o6 Hong, khong phai ba Kim-Huong, ciing khong phai
ba Huyén-Tién, ma 13 mot nguoi bi-mat. Chinh ba “Cam Sanh”
cling khong biét d6 1a ba “Man Ta”. “Cai gi bi-mat dé cho né bi-
mat luén. Noi ra lam gi.”

Tinh giao-hdo v61 ba “Man Ta” cling ém-dep. Chi c6 mdt diéu, hin
so hao-ton stc-lyc. Han van con sg chét. Chan doi thi chan doi —
han van thuong than voi ban-bé 13 “khong mudn sbéng nita” —
nhung trong tham-tdm, han van sg. Chét r6i con gi khong? Néu
con thi di dau?

Thinh-thoang dén cho dong nguoi, han di v6i ba “Man Ta”. Nhung
han it khi dam ng01 gan, so ban-be hoi, kho tra 161. Nhung co
chuyén gi hay-hay, han lai goi day néi.

- HOm nay t6i gap ba Thanh- Yén.

- Hoi nay anh hay gap ba a ay ghé!

- Nguoi ta mudn gip minh thi minh gip nguoi ta. Khong mudn
nghe sao ma noéi vay!?

- Ké di!

- Muén nghe that khong?

- That.

* Tuc-ngir: “No6i 10i thi gitr 14y 16i. Ping nhu con budém dau rdi lai bay.”
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- Ba 4y bao t6i: “Anh di 1dy nuéc di anh. Lay cho anh, réi lay ca
cho Thanh-Yén nita.”

- C6 lay khong?

- Lay 1a cai chic, nhung con 1am cao. T6i bao: “Kho qua a! Toi
chua lay nuéc cho dan ba bao gio.”

- Ba 4y c6 gian khong?

- Khong. Gian gi ma gian! D6 1a sy that ma. Ba iy néi nhu rot vao
tal: “Puoc ma! Léy cho Thanh-Yén di!” Téi chan-chtr mot hoi rdi
m&i di. Luc trd lai, thdy c6 thém may ngudi nita. Co biét ba 4y noi
sao khong?

- No6i sao?

- Ba ay néi: “Anh c6 cho gi vao nudc cua Thanh-Yén khong?”

- No1 nhu vay trudc mat moi nguoi?

- Ping vay.

- Thé thi qua r6i!

- Chua qua dau.

- Anh tra 161 sao?

- T6i ha? T6i nodi tinh bo “Co”. Ba 4y hoi lai: “Cai gi vay?” Toi
dap...

- Noi tiép di!

- “Bua”.

- Cot-nha ngay chd dong ngudi?

- Thé ma 1a c6t nha a?

- Thé ma khong cét-nha?

Han khong nbi 101, tiép-tuc ké:

- Nghe t6i noi vdy, ba Ay cudi tuoi that 13 tuoi, xinh that 13 xinh.

- Thé 13 a chiu anh roi. Anh c6 chju & khong?

- Lam gi ma voi thé. Cai gi cling phai tu-tir. Tr ngay quen cd em
cho t6i ngay c6 em “ludc cua” cling mat ca may thang troi.

- Pang chuyén nay noi sang chuyén khac.

- Tai c6 em, chur tai gi toi.

- Thoi ké tiép di!

- Mt himg roi, khong ké nira.

- Anh nhé 14 ngudi ta c6 chong c6 con r6i do.

- Toi biét ma co. Ngay xua ¢ ciing ¢ chong vay.
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*

C6 ba “Man ta”, it khi han gip ba “Cam Sanh”. Pén khi mot to bao
& Ca-li * in truyén cua hai ngudi, hin di tim ba “Cam Sanh” dé
tam-su:

- Ba d4 thay truyén ctia ba chua?

- Truyén cua ong nira, chir riéng gi cua mot minh to1. Thé 6ng 6
thiy nguoi ta chui cho vudt mat khong kip khong?

Chir dung nang- -né ma giong lai tur- tén, han hoi khép:

- Ba thiy thi t6i ciing thay C6 nguoi chui, co6 nguot khen. It khi c6
truyén dugc ngudi ta nhic téi lam. Puoc chiri 1a may do. Toi co
méy bai & Ca-li. C6 ca bai ¢ bi-xi°. Thé“mg 0 Di-xi thudc loai an
cap vit. Khong c6 gi dé viét, trich ting doan cua minh dé 1iy hung.
- T6i ciing thay luon.

Han lay lai binh-tinh:

- Ai chtri hay nhat?

- Toan 1a nhiing dira hdn-lao. Chiri bira-bai. Néu dung-dan, thi viét
bai phé-binh dang-hoang; viéc gi phai 1én-1én-1Ut-1Ut g1 cho moi
nguoi nhu rai truyén-don.

- Nhu vay méi 1a chiri. “Chui” theo nguyén nghia ctia nd. Néu an-
néi dang-hoang, co biét gi dau ma néi. Hinh-nhu nguoi chui chi
xem thoang qua, khong hiéu cdt truyén.

- Néu khong hiéu, tai sao lai churi?

- C6 thé 1a mot tht “trau budc ghét trau an”. Théy nhoém ra bao lam
an phan-chan, nén buc minh. Hodc 13 vi thu-o4n riéng-tu. Nhan-
tién, théy mot truyén co vai chi-tiét c6 thé xuyén-tac duogc thi
xuyeén-tac.

- That 13 bay ghé! Tir dau chi cudi khong hé néi téi dao Cong-gido,
ma né dam bao tac-gia khuyén-khich dan éng Cong-gido di xung
toi trude khi pham t6i thi s& hét t6i. Chang 1& né doc nhiing 10i d6i-
dap ré-rang nhu vdy ma khong hiéu. Néu né khong biét ngudi nd
chtri 1a bd me né, thi cling khong nén chap. Huéng gi minh, khong
day mo ré ma gi vé6i no.

> California (ca-li-phodc-ni-a), mot tiéu-bang & phia tiy nudc Mi, ngudi Viét thuong goi tit 1a Ca-li.
6 Washington, D.C. (oa-sinh-tan-di-xi), thi-d6 nudc Mi, nguoi Viét tai Mi thuong goi tat 1a Di-xi.
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*

Nhu? mot thoi quen, chiéu thu bay, hén tranh mat moi nguoi.
Thuong-thuong, tir cudi xuan cho téi gan hét thu, di lam vé, han ra
nghia-trang gan nha — chi cach vao khoang ba phut 1ai xe. Mot
minh tho-than bén pho tuong Chua Ctru-Thé va muodi hai hoc trd
trong bita an cudi cung. Han hay dung dua thém da hoa. Thinh-
thoang nhin Chua tay cAm banh, hoi ngira mit 18n troi, binh-than,
hién-hoa. Pung chan, lai lang-thang trén bai co, tim tén tinh tudi
tung mo bia. Méi chan, hén tré lai bén thém. C nhu thé cho t6i
khi troi xAm-xam toi.

Thir bay sau ngay gip ba “Cam Sanh”, han ¢ lai 1au hon. Cay-ding
hién rd trén nét mat, hin budn nhu nhitng ngdy gia-dinh méi tan-
nat:

- Con khong muén thé nay. Chang 18 con clr 16ng-bong mai thé nay
sa0? Chtia bo con dén bao gio?

Hin nhé t6i 101 Chaa Ctru-Thé trén cay bat chéo vudng’: “Lay cha,
sao cha bo con!?” Khong phai chi c6 mot minh han 13 nguoi dau-
kho.

Nudc mit chay dai trén m4, hin 1ai-thui leo 1én xe.

Pém hom d6, han mo thdy mot gia-dinh hanh-phac. Vo nau an,
chong rira bat, con-cai don-dep nha cira. Com nudc xong, hai vo-
chong ra vuon ngim hoa.

- Hoi minh ¢ Virginia ®, mong hoai khéng dugc mot bong hoa
quynh. Tt ngay sang day, nam nao cling né hang tram bong. Tha-
hd cho anh chup.

Hin 6m vai vg, hon phdt 1én ma. Huong thom nhe va mat lam hén
ngay-ngay dai-dai tinh-tinh mo-mo.

Hai-Van
Dén Thac — Bang Vién
1990

7 Nguoi theo dao Thién-Chua thuong goi la “cay thanh-gia”.
¥ Virginia (vO-gi-ni-a), mot tiéu-bang ¢ phia déng nuéc Mi, ngay phia duéi thi-d6 [Washington, D.C. (oa-
sinh-tan-di-xi)]



